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Pathology of the lymph nodes:

Reactive changes
/inflammation

Lymphadenopathy

• focal
• generalized
• conglomerate masses

• peripheral

Lymphadenopathy: 

• Reactive changes
(inflamm, hyperplasia)

• Tumors
metastases
/lymphomas

Lymphadenitis
• Non-specific

• Acute
• Chronic

• Hyperplastic
• Folicular
• Paracortical
• Mixed

• Atrophic

• Specific
• Granulomatous
• pure /necrotic /purulent

Acute non-specific lymphadenitis Folicular hyperplasia
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Naive cell
CD20+ 
BCL2+

Precursor
B-lymphoblast
VDJ

Plasmacyte
CD20-

Centroblast
BCL2-

Centrocyte
BCL2

Mantle cell

Imunoblast

Memory cell 
/margin. zone
monocytoid

Activation GC

Paracortical activation
hyperplasia

Dif. dg.: x T-lymphoma

Dermatopathic lymphadenopathy

Sinus histiocytosis

Metastases

SinusesSinuses

Granulomatoous lymphadenitisGranulomatoous lymphadenitis
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Granulomatous purulent

Granulomatous
necrotizing (TBC)
Granulomatous
necrotizing (TBC)Pure (sarcoidosis)Pure (sarcoidosis)

„Microgranulomas“„Microgranulomas“

Granulomatous
purulent

• mesenterial
lymphadenitis
/Y. enterocolica/

• veneric
lymphogranuloma
/Ch. trachomatis/

• cat scratch
disease

/Bartonella
hensellae/

„Microgranulomas“

Toxoplasma lymphadenitis

„Microgranulomas“

Toxoplasma lymphadenitis

Chronic atrofic lymphadenitis

„other lymphadenopaties“

Infectious mononucleosis

Autoimmune diseases

Castleman disease
Kikuchi lymphadenitis

Castleman
disease

Unicentric

Systemic multicentric
(HHV-8 x Kaposi)
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Kikuchi lymphadenitis

Necrotic process
Cervical lymph nodes
Young pacients, females
(Japan)

Imunoblasts-macrofages-
apoptoses-necrosis
no neutrophils

Kikuchi lymphadenitis

Necrotic process
Cervical lymph nodes
Young pacients, females
(Japan)

Imunoblasts-macrofages-
apoptoses-necrosis
no neutrophils


